Pulmonary embolism.
Pulmonary embolism is one of the major diagnostic challenges facing the emergency physician, since the failure to rapidly diagnose and treat this condition can result in early mortality. Presently, as many as 100,000 preventable deaths a year may be caused by pulmonary embolism. A high index of suspicion and a well thought out approach to the diagnosis and treatment of this elusive condition should help emergency physicians to improve upon these statistics.